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Safety Tips from -


The Carpentersville Fire Department 
Storage of paint cans, flammables, pressurized spray cans:  

· Some paints (i.e. latex-based) are non-flammable and can be stored in a garage or basement.

· Other paints, especially those in pressurized spray cans are typically flammable and will be labeled as such.  These along with other flammable substances (i.e. paint thinners) should be stored in a flammable materials cabinet.  

· Since most garages are attached to the home, a fire in a garage can be devastating, so proper storage of flammable materials is important.  

· Another rule of thumb is to store flammable materials, liquids and solvents in metal containers outside the home at least 30 feet away from structures and wooden fences.

Lawn debris:  

· In Carpentersville we know of several fires started as a result of spontaneous combustion of decaying lawn debris that was left in lawn bags adjacent to the garage.  

· The decomposition of the organic matter produces heat that over time in a sealed bag will build up and ignite the contents.  If the bags are stored in a garage, or next to a structure, that too, could ignite.  This has happened in Carpentersville.  

· Our recommendation would be to place lawn bags in a well-ventilated area outside of garage, and several feet away.  

· Another recommendation would be to bag shortly before garbage pickup.

Since this is spring-cleaning season a couple of other safety tips are in order:

· Trim any dead vegetation within 30 feet around your home

· Keep lawns trimmed, leaves raked, and the roof and rain-gutters free from debris such as dead limbs and leaves

· Stack firewood at least 30 feet away from your home

Grilling Safety

· When using barbecue grills on decks or patios, be sure to leave sufficient space from siding and eaves.  Never grill or cook in enclosed structure.

· Always supervise a grill when in use and keep children away

· With gas grills, be sure the hose connection is tight and check hoses for leaks.  Applying soapy water to the hoses will easily and safely reveal any leaks

· Never store propane cylinders in buildings or garages.  

· If you store a gas grill inside during the winter, disconnect the cylinder and leave it outside.

· Gas-fueled grills cause an estimated 600 home structure fires and 3,200 home outdoors fires in 2001.

· Charcoal grills have a higher risk than gas grills of death due to fire or un-vented carbon monoxide; most of these deaths do not involve fire.

